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Common App provides an 
online application that makes 
applying to college easy.

Each year, more than one million 
students — a third of whom are 
first-generation — explore and apply 
to over 1,100 member colleges and 
universities worldwide.

commonapp.org

http://commonapp.org
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Growth in membership 1975–2025

Celebrating 50 years of serving 
students and member colleges

1975 1985 1995 2005 2015 2025
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commonapp.org/explore

http://commonapp.org/explore
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5 reasons students use Common App

Complete one 
application to apply 
to multiple colleges

Use one transcript 
for multiple 
applications

Streamline the 
recommendation 
process

Qualify for an 
application fee 
waiver if there is 
financial need

Access mentoring,  
financial aid resources, 
scholarships, and direct 
admissions opportunities

1 2 3 4 5
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First-year
recommender system

Common App supports students applying to college for 
the first time or transferring to complete their degree.
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First-year app: Recommender system 
integration partners

FAQ: Who are the Common App recommendation system partners?

https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/Who-are-the-Common-App-recommendation-system-partners
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rM2x2j03haU
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Create a practice student account 
(first-year application)

● Visit commonapp.org

● Click Create an account

● Choose your path

Select Education professional 
to explore the student 
experience

Did you know? 
Students can create their 

accounts prior to senior year 
and take advantage of 

Account Rollover.

http://commonapp.org
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So… you’ve been invited as a 
counselor to support a student’s 
Common App… now what?
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School forms and 
recommendations

Common App uses single-submission (“one-and-done”)     
to streamline the process for counselors, teachers, and 
other recommenders.

Each college determines which forms they require.

• School profile

• School report

• Early decision agreement

• Fee waiver

• Counselor recommendation

• Optional report 1 and 2

• Mid-year report

• Final report

• Teacher evaluation

• Other evaluation

Common App Recommender guide

Transcripts, recommendations, and school forms are sent 
to colleges once a student submits their Common App.

https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide
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First-year 
recommender system

700K+ education professionals use the 
Common App to support students with the 
application process

Once a student invites and assigns a recommender in their 
application, an email invitation is sent. Recommenders activate 
their account in Common App’s Recommender system.

○ Submit school forms

○ Download the Requirements Grid

○ Use search filters to find cohorts of students

○ Track student progress

○ View college-level details for each student

○ Access a PDF preview of in-progress applications, with 
student permission

○ Export detailed lists to Excel

recommend.commonapp.org

http://recommend.commonapp.org
http://recommend.commonapp.org
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Next steps

● Create a practice student account

● Sign up for the monthly counselor newsletter

● Request a free map poster

● View the Recommender guide

○ Letter writing resources 

○ Developing a School Profile

● Download student handouts in English and 
Spanish

● Watch counselor and student video tutorials

● Access 24/7 support FAQs and resources

● Connect with us on social media

commonapp.org/advisors

https://www.commonapp.org/counselors-and-recommenders/recommender-guide
http://commonapp.org/ready
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia
http://recsupport.commonapp.org
http://commonapp.org/advisors
https://www.facebook.com/commonapp
https://twitter.com/CommonApp
https://www.instagram.com/commonapp
https://www.youtube.com/user/CommonAppMedia
https://www.linkedin.com/company/commonapp
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Connect with us

Education & Training team

Meredith Lombardi
mlombardi@commonapp.org

Michaela Alcorn
malcorn@commonapp.org

Contact 24/7/365 support when you need it

First-year application questions
appsupport@commonapp.net

First-year recommender questions
sfsupport@commonapp.net

mailto:mlombardi@commonapp.org
mailto:malcorn@commonapp.org
mailto:appsupport@commonapp.net
mailto:sfsupport@commonapp.net


© 2025 Common App, Inc.

Q&A


